
 

 
22 March 2022 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Year 8 Options Process 
 
As I am sure you will be aware from this year’s key dates, next Wednesday 30 March we will be 
holding our Year 8 Options Evening at from 6.00pm to 8.00pm.  I am writing today to outline key 
aspects of the options process, which will be running over the coming week, culminating on 
Wednesday, when we hope all students and parents/carers will attend. 
 
On Friday of this week, all Year 8 students will attend assembly, where they will hear about the 
information and opportunities they will be exposed to over the next few days.  They will also be 
issued with an Options Booklet which will contain an example of the Option Form and all the key 
information for the courses on offer.  When they bring this home please find time to go through it 
with them in advance of Wednesday evening. 
 
On Monday and Tuesday all students will experience a 100 minute taster lesson in those subjects 
which will be new to them.  This will provide an opportunity to be exposed to new subjects and 
learning and also dispel any myths and anxieties.  As part of these two days students will also learn 
the strengths and differences between BTEC and GCSE subjects and approaches.  They will also get 
the opportunity to hear from, and question, Year 10 students who have already commenced on 
these GSCE courses.  There is a specific booklet in which you and your child can plan and record 
the questions they should ask. 
 
On Wednesday evening there will not be a formal introduction as we hope that all of the ‘pre’ 
experiences and documentation will mean you arrive confident and informed.  However, myself 
and the whole leadership team will be present to support and answer questions, as will Miss 
Atkins and her Year 8 team.  The sports hall will be laid out in a ‘market stall’ format, allowing you 
to ask questions and explore each subject offer at your own pace. 
 
In addition to the stalls for the Option subjects, there will also be subject staff from RE, Maths, 
English and Science available on a ‘drop-in’ basis.  Whilst these colleagues may not be your son or 
daughter’s class teacher, they will be able to respond to queries and relay these to the wider 
subject staff teachers who will make contact with you directly. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
 
 

Mr M Cooper 
Headteacher 


