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The importance of English

Career Options

When studying English Language and English Literature, students 
will be exposed to a wide range of culturally rich fiction and 
non-fiction texts which span the most important and influential 
eras and writers in literary history. This includes the study of plays 
and prose from the Jacobean and Victorian era as well as 
contemporary prose and drama so that students are equipped with 
the knowledge, skills and cultural knowledge needed to be 
successful beyond Mount St Mary’s. Students will also develop their 
creative writing and persuasive writing skills and will have an 
explicit focus on improving their literacy skills, such as developing 
their use of a wide range of sophisticated vocabulary and varied 
sentence types and punctuation for effect. Students will also learn 
to analyse and critically evaluate a range of fiction and non-fiction 
texts and to develop a confident ‘voice’ when speaking and writing. 
The skills and knowledge gained during the study of English 
Language and Literature underpins success when studying many 
courses beyond Mount St Mary’s and a pass in English Language is 
a requirement for entry to most college courses so it is incredibly 
important that you achieve well in this subject. The skills and 
knowledge learnt during the study of both courses, are also 
essential to success in many careers such as Advertising, 
Journalism, Teaching, Law and Business.

Having GCSEs in English is a requirement for most careers, jobs
and college courses, so it is vitally important you have English as a
qualification. 

Further study in Language and Literature can offer careers in a
whole range of areas including: Media, Advertising, Journalism, 
Teaching, Law, Business and Writing.



What you will study

At KS4, all students study the AQA GCSE English Language and English Literature courses with 
the content and skill of English Language interleaved with the teaching of our chosen Literature 
texts, which include ‘An Inspector Calls’, ‘A Christmas Carol’, ‘Power and Conflict’ poetry and 
Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’. The KS4 curriculum is also underpinned by the use of comprehensive 
exam rubrics in English Language and Literature so that students understand all elements of the 
exams such as the exam questions, assessment objectives and criteria, examiner reports, 
exemplar answers and strategic advice and tips for success in each exam question, to ensure all 
students develop excellent knowledge of the assessment and can approach all exams with 
confidence. 



For Further Information Contact:

C. Quarless (Joint Curriculum Lead - English) - 
c.quarless@mountstmarys.org
S. Kay (Joint Curriculum Lead - English) - 
s.kay@mountstmarys.org  

How is the subject assessed?

GCSE English Language (2 written exams):

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing – 1hr 45 minutes

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives – 1hr 45 minutes

Spoken Language Component (reported as a separate grade of Pass, Merit or Distinction which 
does not contribute to the overall grade awarded in English Language). 

GCSE English Literature (2 written exams):

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel – 1hr 45 minutes

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry – 2hrs 15 minutes
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