
 

 

 
11 May 2021 

 
Dear Parents/Carers  
 

Summer Arrangements 2021 
 

Firstly, sincere apologies for what seems like an age since I last wrote to you with school updates. 
This has been both intentional and necessary, whilst we dig through the deluge of updates and 
amendments from central government. I believe we now have as firm a grasp of all that needs to 
be understood and abided by and, consequently, I will clarify how we will approach the remaining 
weeks of Year 11. 
 
Centre Assessed Grades (CAGs): 
You will have heard and read a great deal on this topic, even to the extent of them being called 
Teacher Assessed Grades (TAGs) in some places. Due to the process undertaken to generate and 
evidence these grades, we will not be referring to them as TAGs but as CAGs, as originally 
proposed. Your child may still be receiving requests to undertake short assessments or pieces of 
work to strengthen evidence of the levels to which they aspire to this summer. Our staff are 
working tirelessly to ensure this evidence is formally assessed and moderated in school and using 
any formal moderation routes available to us. We are still to receive the full detail around the 
sampling of our grading and evidence portfolios by the exam boards in late June. In an effort to 
allay fears and ensure you are as informed and prepared for the potential outcomes in August, we 
will be holding a Progress Review Day on Monday 24 May. The purpose of this day is to discuss 
your child’s preferred progression routes, their progress to their expected grades and any short 
fall in their evidence over time which may result in perceived under performance this summer. I 
must stress, in line with Ofqual instruction, we will not be sharing any grades which will be 
submitted by the school upon submission of CAGs. There will be two appointments for each 
student, one with your child’s form tutor and a second with a member of leadership to discuss the 
grading process. A further letter will come home shortly with the details around appointments and 
procedures for this day, it is vitally important that all students have a meeting in school with a 
parent or carer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Transition post half term: 
I realise you and our students will have many questions as to what their final weeks at MSM will 
look and feel like. I hope to provide some clarity on this front enabling, us, you and them to plan 
for the run in to their last day. Straight after half term we will commence a programme of varied 
provision, this will: 
 
• Focus upon stretch and enrichment units supporting subject areas to be studied at KS5; 
• Additional PSHCE provision ensuring all students are best prepared for circumstances they may 

encounter beyond our doors; 
• Talks and activities delivered by external providers in a range of career fields; 
• Enrichment activities to excite and enthuse students before moving on. 
 
In order to facilitate these varied events, there will be compulsory attendance for some dates, 
however, we will move to attendance only on the days when they are invited to provision. 
 
Celebratory Events: 
As we are all too aware, whilst moving forward, the exact dates and terms of coming out of 
lockdown will not be fully understood until we enter into them. However, we are planning for a 
Leavers’ Ball, Celebratory assemblies and rewards trips, and we are ever hopeful of the Cathedral 
being able to host a Leavers’ Mass before the end of June. Whilst I know you are aware of some of 
these events to enable cost spreading and planning, we will ensure you are notified as a matter of 
urgency should anything not be able to run as planned. 
 
Whilst I will be in touch again in the coming weeks, I would like to make one last plea. This is to 
encourage your sons and daughters to maintain their resilience and efforts in the coming days and 
weeks. Understandably they are tired, and some possibly frustrated, however it is essential that 
they remain focused, supportive and cooperative in order to enable our staff to continue to 
provide for their every need. 
 
Should you have any specific concerns or questions, please get in touch with the Year Office in 
order address them as soon as is feasible. 
 
Kind regards 

 
 
 
 

Mr M Cooper 
Headteacher 


