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Why Study French?

If you enjoy expressing yourself in another language and learning 
about other cultures then this is the course for you. It can be a 
subject that you study at University and spend time abroad, or just 
another skill you can use in your chosen career. Whatever your 
reasons, studying French opens up a variety of opportunities in 
today’s global economy. Having a language at GCSE level is a 
powerful tool to get a job. Being able to speak a language at GCSE 
level is very useful for holidays and travelling as you can 
communicate better when you are in a foreign country which 
speaks that language. It is advisable to continue with French as 
you have already studied this to a developed standard in Key 
Stage 3.

Spanish can be taken as a new subject and is recommended for 
students with an aptitude for a language. It is possible to change 
your option from Year 8 and is suitable for students who have a 
sound level in French and a good understanding of Grammar. It will
be a beginners course with an intense programme to cover the 
necessary skills to begin the GCSE course in Year 10. 

Students will need to commit to sessions outside of the weekly 
timetable to ensure that all vocabulary is covered. 

Details of the course are the same as French.

Why Study Spanish?



A language GCSE qualification complements a variety of career paths and post-16 courses. An 
obvious next step is a language A Level. Some universities and courses require a language so it
is worth checking in advance. Languages also suit career paths such as fashion, engineering, 
journalism, law, education and manufacturing to name just a few. Some businesses offer higher 
salaries to employees who can speak a language.

Career Options

What you will study

Students will learn how European Community language skills are extremely important for work
and holidays. These GCSE courses offer skills needed in French and Spanish speaking situations 
abroad. By studying a language, you will learn how to communicate with visitors to this country 
and to feel part of a broader culture. It also helps build confidence.  Students will learn how to 
develop communication skills through the four skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing. 

These are organised into the following three themes: ldentity and Culture, Local, National, 
International and Global areas of interest and Current, Future Study and Employment.



For Further Information Contact:

Mrs C Foster (course leader) -  c.foster@mountstmarys.org

Specification: AQA GCSE (9-1) in French/Spanish

Assessment: In Y9 you will start a 3 year GCSE course.

You will practise your listening, reading, speaking and writing skills to extend your confidence
and competence in expressing yourself in a foreign language. You will be regularly assessed
for progress and attainment in Y9, 10 and 11.

Speaking, Writing, Listening and Reading exams will take place at the end of Year 11.

How is the subject Assessed?
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